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or a mode of S'iva. Salvation is secured by the jwa becoming
one with S'iva after giving up its false identity with matter
and its 36 modes. In the transition from swnubhava to
ffimnubhava, the self is not absorbed in the Absolute. Its
advaita relation connotes dependence and inseparability
(ananyatva). Absorption is thus not loss of personality but
loss in the personality of S'iva. Separateness alone is destroyed
but not substantiality. S'aktaism'as a Vedantic variety is a
religion of love in which S'akti as Mother lavishes Her love on
the devotee and grants him niryana mukti, higher than the
state of sayujya itself.

Christian mysticism is, pragmatically speaking, closely
allied to Viyistadvaitic experience and is supported by its own
scriptural authority. The soul with its genius for God in
whom it lives, moves and has its being, yearns for the rapture
of reunion. In the game of love, there is as usual a swinging
between gloom and joy till the fulness of final rapture is
attained. In that state of self-loss, there is the dower of
divine vitality in which the grace of God responds to
self-donation in the (osmosis between the self and God,"
Sufism also asserts the truth of God as love and in-
dicates the means of experiencing that love and satisfying
the thirst for eternal joy. Man is the meeting point of the
Absolute and the phenomenal show and he alone can imitate
God in His wholeness. When the Lord of Love is reached,
' L' and (thou ' get dissolved in the ocean of divine bliss like
breaking bubbles without the destruction of the self.

This rapid survey of the Vedantic varieties and
the religions allied to them in spirit enables us to study
their mutual relations in the light of their own religions
insight. Every school claims insight into the Inner Self
and bases that claim on logical consistency and spiritual